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THE ADVOCATE

DEAD IN THE DESERT

A CIiniSTMAS STOJVT BY AURED R CAI
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T WAS the 24th
of Do 4111b or
1870lwa8ittthnt
time iu charge of
a division of en
giuecra wlio were
muling iv sur dy
of tho Mojavo
deaert from tho
Needles on the
Great Colorado
to Los Angeles
on the Pacific

for it month
the-- officers and
men had been
eagerly looking

forward to spending tho Christinas holi-

days
¬

in the beautiful town of San Ber-

nardino
¬

on the other side- of jtlxo Sierras
On tho 23d the wagons pack wuhS

and all tho men excepting three who
remained back to complete some work
with jhytelf crossed the rnngo that
eparutiH tho ilojavo pronounced Mo-hav--

desert from tho flowering and
fruitful paradise of southern California

For six weeks wo had been working
in the desert running lirtes taking
tlovatiqns and plotting our work at
night by tho smoky light of dried
creosote and sapless sago brush At
times wo were sixty miles from tho
nearest water and when obtained tho
water was alkaline Many of our pack
mules maddened by thirst broke their
ropes and wandered further into the
desert to die

Bard tack and bacon and not too
much of that had been tho only food of
tho men since Tve entered tho deseit
and so tho most cheetfnl becatno grum
and tho skin of tho youngest grew d
and parched as that of a mummy

Wo did our work in silence even tho
rfftnfva nmn 4 a crinalr Jn snrIitoruvi fntvy WW t
oar wiruius wcro ury una our iiiia

that shudder
parched

looked wiucii
liko dazzling snow Tho fantastic
and mesas wero and burolnir
up tbo forceful and persistent fires

and
would appear mock with lakes and
streams which wero reflected tho
spires domes and niinareta grand
oriental such might have been
built by the genii of

half tho afternoon
and hopod reuch the by dark
where fresh horses would carry Wio

town before midnight and Christmas
day

Aa horses staggered wo
throo vultures from

Mttlo tho right glanrd
my field gists revealed the outline
prostrate man uitd horse stretched ont
rid by side

Yean of this wild life had accustomed
such eights Vet herts

were foil Uw joyous
Christmas days tho pqt aud tho
rest fresh food and wstorforbfithing
which we wei to enjoy thXjjJdovrQw

Wit rini4 our lHllt honM
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¬

ITSo man was medium neignt ana
the carbine pistols and knife still lielted
about Ida shrunken waist indicated abil-
ity

¬

resist He was young The long
dark hair and tho silky mustache
through which tlio white teeth gleamed
told this Wo operied tthe--

and found 200 gold tho titleton
lot California mining lands mado

dno Louis Bolton and
letters tied with bluo ribbon

tho middlo tho bundio there were
two vignettes one that sweet faced
motherly lady tho 6ther of beau-
tiful

¬

girl tho nnino Dorant tho bot-
tom

¬

tho picture being surrounded by
delicately painted wreath forgct

uienots
Tlicso letters were dated at Tim

Elms but ns tho envelopes were de-
stroyed

¬

therq was nothing indicato
the town state land Ono read as
follows md curiously enough was
dated Christmas eve year before

My Dajumj Boy think yon
all times but Christmas eve yon fill
my heart that can think nothing
else and vura not for Dora who
has como cheer me fear could not
stand Where my Louis tonight
This question huuntq me and I picture
yon out inthfe deserts that wild land
homelessand friendless stiH hunting fori
gold Ai my boy como back Better
noveity thn this awful anxiety Bntt
wo cannot poor wnere uiero is y
much lovo

Tho letter continued length thia
vein and ended With lovo and
kisses and blessings from Mother

Tho uext letter was also written
Tho Ehns Christmas ovo jiiHt a year

before cannot pretend quoto
full but every lino bespoko noble
womanhood aud profound lovo for the
absent Louie

Do not think mo itnpaticut film
Mrw1 nrtl ijwmiujilliui

lV - anddoes mean hrtppiness and
tho noblest manhood tlot deel

oped tho fierce struggle for gold And
then my darling tho world eo
full objects worthy our lovo that
can nfford to live our brief lives apart

You mast not think that am indif-
ferent

¬

self you oxert and
tho sufferings you eidure often fancy
myself man opt seeking fortune

cracked Evervthinc with moisture i land wonders but I
in furnace I when think tlial yon are surrounded

The alkali tho level expanses tno uangcrs my fancy conjures
hills
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Nero grown fat and lazy lies at my

fsot as I write I call yqur haine Louis
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riilie to tho with
n joyiMs bark but he

hears no loved voice or footstep nnd he
ihwe ww pproethltiK iucxprKihly ml cornea bngk dojectcd and Urn down with
Jnlheprwenco of death toh time P Ah dw W jf that dumb
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are cpit tn ne ngut or tne setting sun
We found fresh horses at tho pass and

then although imito lired we nushed riri
vnt all speed for the beautiful fown of
ban Bernaruno

Wo were out of tle desert The odor
Af orange blsoms mid perennial hulio
tropo died the air and thu ripplo of
water camo to our ears wheneer we
reined in our horses

There never was such a clear glorious 1

Cnnstmas eo bmco tho wiso men from
tho east followed tho star to Bethlehem
and the manger in which Inyihe Christ
child Lights flashed through tho groves
indicating tho happy abodes of settlers
and now and then wo heard fioiiir tlinfc
told of homo and the musical laughter
oi cimuren wuose special evo it was

Wq found the hotel tiblazoxlth light
Thoro woro 2jwreatlis and linn- - -- jaiggt
nera ever windows -
nnd doors There
were flowers aud

t
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the faces of beuntff ril
women and bandsomo

men wherever ono turned From the
ImfTfool nn tlnt 1 wui uo
V

--- -- feet tlio swell of musicwealth not Here was Eilen but
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asklnir tho
landlord tha reason for ifhese festivities
ho replied

It is a wedding Mr Louis Bolton
whoso brido and mother reached iiero
yesterday from tho east was married to-

night
¬

Louis Bolton I repeated and I
thought of tho dead man out on tho
decrt

Yes here ho is Lot mo introduco
him

Tho landlord Introduced me to a tall
handsome young man and I at once
took him to my room and showed him
tho arms aud saddlebags

As r on as ho saw thoHltles hd threw
his arms about my neckj and to my sur t

prise ho kissed mo nnd snouted
Yon havo brought a wedding present

that makes uib rich rich as any honest
man wants to bo

Briefly Mr Boltons papers and nmch
of Ids ready money had- - been stolon ltmonths before byn Mexican desperado
uameu uuan CJiauz The man waa
chased into tho drert whereby perifclled
nnd so my sympathy was watei

I wot tho dear mother ard 1 uit
Dors - nlhtewdj dran to Ihplr

health and prosperity as tho church balls
mug In Christmas day

Tit llava OouA Volte
If you havo unly tho smallfht qul

tlty of voice euIUvnta what you Imvo
dJVtMop mom und lonhi tho nrt o --

lug That Is nil you will And it neco
wiry to do lit ordor to bwomo ivery
plmtng singer I nay all btiiot i

vcrluro ull dtToprcsciitatnontliii
mid 0on yearn of close application jwv

tlent study contlijuwl irootlva und
vnrri Hut 1ho ndhvrauct to tliem ivll
HlVU 0tlpfOVJt1tHl JOH llftYft l4Vij
wSU tho H 4KKlykAMttk vl
iAuirnk vflvl h voA whlfh 4HVw to
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1THREE CHRISTMAS CHIDES

r
Hearken 1 1m tlioCIirlstinnrliiil
SIniw on ciirllilla ouy tfuliimt

SeoHic fitalh wJioVcarj feet
Wmnlpr ilvroiixlj the t U1eo utreot

Doors lirti rl6xnl utralint lie ktnuicct- -

P6a thn MM thii inet und Iihv J

Clirlt thffmtglif j u ull Jio
Wpfnsciadled In it mntigt

Bin onr Joy O dttIiiat thlmol
ItUSkecptlicChrhtmatliiic

uoiio Joa or plenty Sow r
-- Ho tbo poor nan Iieai l6inolcd
Thus vdKcpbd01ithtuuu lime

ncnrkcntUl the Chrbtniw fclilmn
Slugs on earth Itx sonffnubllmel

Wimili xtug slibpberds iico tba nlgbt
Flootlca wltb colcstfal llgbt -

Wondering Jiar Wio aittel mcsMiKc
Como anJ let us krlcol befpi o blm
Let ui ltrJd blra ami adorn him

Ieaco cu earth thU chlU doth ivrc v

Sing rourjby O OhrhtTilas ebtmclt ns keep tbo Chrlfitmng time
Let alt strife anil hatred pease
Kindness live Rood will and peace

Thus we ktep tbo Chrbstma llmo

IfeArkcnUtHl the Christmas Oilrao
ElngKon ortb Un soticsabllmel

Eocvrljtboaraliyd
Uy the Tymdroun star beam led

Gold audjiiyrrh and liiccnso offert Ho brings moht jes hi tboliltcbcKt
Dniwttj unto Uod tbo JUpsbcut

Who i heart of loa doth profTer

Sine yonr-Jo- - O rprlstmas chlmel
Ijet us leep tbe CliristmnH time

liovo shall bVllin law to bind
la one luind filtjmmakltid

Thus wc tccp the arstmas time
ij a -- Centttryi

WHAT fcHRISTJIAS MEANS -
1 - ---

Celebrated Stl Holy JarSlnre the Year
of Our Iint lis

At midnight on tho 25th of this month- -

tho birthday of tho Saviour of mankind
will have been celebrated for tho seven ¬

teen hundred and ninety second time
for Christmas was first ikept ns a holy
day A D OK We have no nicnus of de-

termining
¬

tho exact dato of the Saviour
nativity

As td tho rear nreixnideranco of onin- -
lon and of buch evidenco as wo hao
seems to favor that of 4 or 5 B C As
to tho Siioutti December L theheighifpf
the rainy season in Jndia and there- -
fore tho fact as staled by tlm New Te-i- -

tairlent that shepherds were watching
their flocks on its plains while stars wc iv
sldiiinguu the heaverlsoh thejilglitof
tlio aavlours birth inakesit extremely
unlikely that it could have occurred in
that months Many learndd treatises
have been written and plausible argu-
ments

¬

advanced to prove that it must
have taken place ill October but tho
question will ever remain in abeyance

For the first three centuries ChnstmlH
was one of the most movablo of all re-
ligious

¬

festivals Tho Eastern church
-- observed Jan- - 0 as tho anniversary both
of Christ a birth and circnmciMon But
in the Fourth centnry Popo Julius I or-

dered
¬

nu investigation of tho matter
nnd after lbng deliberatign tho theolo-
gians

¬

of both the cast and the west
unltedjta appointing Dec B to be kep
08 Christs birthday It eeins not un
Tjrobablo that in relecting Dot 2 as the
date of tho greatest event have ono tiie
crucifixion in tho worlds history tlio
wOrthy fathers vjere inflnencrd by a d
sire to supplant tho many heathen f --

tivalS of tho winter solstico such ns the
Saturnalia or great festival of Satn n
and Ops which begau on Dec 10 i r
after Ctesars reformation of the calm
daon tho 17thl aud coritlnned for sou n
days

This presumption is lnudp more jh- -

nblO from tho fact that for many centu ¬

ries the festivities of Chrl stmas v ro
prolonged until Twelfth night Jan
and even till Candleinas day Fob 3
while thoy nsnally began ns early i me
night before AJI Saints Dj or II d
loween thus showing tho dehiio ot I10

early fntheis of tlio church to maid ho
heathen convert 1 to Christianity t 1

that they had lost nothli in huin ts
plensnro and enjoymeut by tho mi ti
tutionof thoCIniotiau festial f01 tho
heathen one

Not only did tho Romans obsrne tliis
period of tho year as a time for ninth
and rejoicing but many of our nmst
familiar Christmas usages nrodemed
from tho old heathen festivals winch
Christmas replaced Tho enstmn of
giving Christmas presents now nii
versally observed was derived from the
old Roman Saturnalia or Feast of Saturn
abovo mentloued at which it was us
tomary for all tha members of a Iioums
hold to offer gifts to ono another

Tho Yulo clog or log tho great stick
of timber placqd In olden times upon thu
Christmns lire was derived irom tho
Saxon feast of Jul or Yul at which n
similar pleiie of timber gavo tho rrincl
pal flro and tho principal light The
Yule clog nnd tho superstitious con
nected with it are among tho most ven
entblo of GllrUtmas associations Tho
Yulo clogs that blazed iu tho vast hallb
of the old Upglleh feudal barons of the
Middlo Ages were hutro trees and woau
told that evim just before tho closo of
tho lost century the mansion of an ling
mil gentleman residing near Sbruv
bury wns totally destroyed by flro la
conttytiunca of too large a Yulu log hav ¬

ing been lighted on his luuutlutone
When tho ulo clog won not all con
trained leforQ dftNVn and burjicd m Intu
the light of Christmas day its ashes went
sareiuuy preserved rititfl thu next Christ
mas ovw

TJxj cuitom of decorallnf dmuhr
dwolllnga wul vlnvaa of busnba wit
vrnrei holly laurel V8y and inl

tietoo nt llti ClirUfcuwt fioiuou lutu uuo
heathen origin leJng a purpehtatlon i
artelwervnupo of the old firMlh Pruldj
who Ulkf UwiU thai kiudlvulvuil Ji 1 At fiulfT - TifmvTiW W I
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Vibflccnt ferlltiuH nl Hntr U
toward mt tiklnd It Is doubt lo tia
Old Drmdjicnl atisociatlon of th lnlstlfcJ
l0SU VVU tlBt thftKuglirii custom
which btll obtains t enforcing tho for
felt of a kiss from any femalo who Is
caught under n branch of It at Christmas
tirne4strucea1k

By the celebration nf CuAttud wui
Ittgraudllturgyjts maguiflcent mtwjc
and jtt pictorial and drajnatio npre l

eentationji of the priuclpvl events in tho i

uc 01 mm wiioso birth it cotrtmem- -
oraieu xjio cnurcli HOtirrlit in t nrinv
these heathen feativitibs and in llf nn
tho minds of the people to something
higher arid holler though from tho first
tho dayjwaa regarded both n a holy
commemoration of a most racred event
and as a mirthful joyous festival In
tho Middle Ages tho festive observances
Of thef day ottcn eo far overtopped Jt
more sacred features that the clergy
wijre frequently compelled to check h
unseemly merriment of their flocks

- Tho name of Christmas assigned to
tho fcbtival wa- - derived from Christ and
tho Saxon maetse or mass and the two
words were corabiiied to denoto a special
tervico ih honor of tho birth of tho Hon

Lof God
j Probably ole of the most generally

Ofiiown of tho old Ciu4lmim observances
next to the ghlnsr of pmouts U tlio

Ringing 01 uaiiKtnms carels The 0 were
pious canticle designed to replace tho
ribald Kongs of the old heathen festivals
and the custom of children aud even
grown people going nbout from houfo
to house hinging thefti at tho door on
Christmas evo and being rewarded with

nnnsiraClieer and Chriituius erjeud- -
ingniohey is innintained in inany parts
ulKulnud even ut the present day
Nlv York Worll

TO A SPRAY OF MISTLETOE

A CnniSTMAR SOIIUJQCVI
Ono year ago n1w 0 tbu door

Yon hnuir nnd f he was thorn
J kicsed her then bwnuso of yon

And then upon t he stair

--J5
4 rK

Ve at and talked Hcraiio of joa
My iirm tul round hor nlt

And then bccaiiKoof jou onLO more
I Missed her This tn baste

For her pnpi w as up above
And low n tlio 8lnlr ho came

This wax last 5ear11inl jet Im still
liecante of j ou quite lame

Tom Jlisson
Tlio Truth About It

jftSp

Stuffer What do yon think Jones
has actually Invited me to ditto with Mm
on Christmas duynt his boarding house

Dnshaway Hat lull Did you ask him
if ho had a grudgo ngainkt yon

Stuffer Yes n said no that ho had
a grudgo against the landlady

CHRISTMAS APHORISMS

Pono Talesnhorns who died before tho
intddlo of tho Second century deserved
canonizing if for nothing else for insti
tuting Christmas its a festival It ban
been celebrated ever sluce in all Chris
tian lands nnd has kIvcu more hnrmU
tiess to children than any day in tho
calendar Making children happy is
tho essence of Christianity

Of late years Christmas has become
fnrmoro a domestic and merrymaking
holiday than n religious ono But it In
religious jn tho best souso siuco it is a
day of peace aud rest nnd opens thb
heart to human needs nnd human sym ¬

pathies
Tlio most satisfactory way to observe

Christmas is to do at least ono good net
to ftome of our fellows The coiucjous
iicm of doing such an oat will Iniplro us
to do other and so sanctify the day aa
to inuko it uvor weluouie

diristmoa is always associated with
tho good Jesus who whether regarded
as Ood or man was the purest kindest
noblest being that has walked tha oaf lh
Jjc has itii plrd lovo Jn wlnt nud eluunr
Indevoteonnd skeptlo ajlke Men may
wrangle nlxuit oroodst bat about Jems
and his beautiful life thtrocnn lmnlly
bo any dlffetMiicnofvplolonfttr ho pjtlcd
nil whosnKereU nd ttfOVf heal every
aemuji Ixnrt

0HUw ln sriwilyoyol outTrSrT MJUflhwr mtomm 6 a k
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l J iL f 1 a flw nl
lotions It H imimr Hmm
that or1 mr m
them for a singleAA l f

No consckntloiMi wrwtH cn
Christmus dinner If h Xi
clso within reach to hrf imry
coDsciomness that Wfl hf gtrf
to uio neeily jiroviacB u wit tm
AnnAlllllMMi Al

uurtstmas wo vprmearth imnrt
theology from Christ anil mMV

Ftheso practical and lrritfrioti 4T4
might signify that wi wildtrf
Itato Christ in dealing with ti mt
mankind who are tiiMHruioef
unfortunate 73yno deiK jmik
wo should make all ZaysLiirim

It Is better to tie a CfcrkWw
on tho table than a 3wu4tM i
tho table Jomca Hekw Bcw

Ot0 TIME HHYWE8

SmB Quaint ChrUtrant Vn
Days

is was iiiomaa Tuueer wfto 1

throo and a half centuries yo n4
nil people to ut

Christmas play ml make cj ci
xor vuruunos coines Dubunce vrj

In quaint book entitled Iiv
ureuo Ioinws or uoou iiuetsnany
lint jtwoa previous to this tkfc tiw
nuu been issued u mok nmr t

Alexander nnd tho KitHfOf Eyif
rone usioii Of which Is riven tnH f

Collection oC Proverbs Iqli3rj
ItQuneclJuokramrtlreUueAr
Christmas comes bat onco yar
And when itcomea It brines Boost ch
Hut when lt bouc llsjiover taewr

Note Dounco Iackraciv Is oqulVdlea
throw away your old elotbtI
Again In a rftra tract publilioil

1058 are tho lines
Ijcts dance and ulns ami malca rood
I or Christmas coinos bat ye

Herrick in hi Hesrierides tre
Of Clirltmas ports the WivsseH CtU
That tost up after
Ct llllnd mnn bUITo and of the euro
That yonnjr men have-- td shoo tbotsj
Of Ashhcapcii In the which ye uAe
llusbauds aud wires lr strfaKM to tM
Of crackling laurel vrota fdrc oowl
A pleniootM harvest to rSJ gruaHiJ

A writer In Tho GcnUemftn5f
for May 178 1 tells m tliat tho

Ir

his

01100

V
ing the Wassail bowl ortp was VI
probability owing to keeping ChriA
in tlio Bamo maimer they had Deforo
Feast Of Yule Tberd was nothing
northern nations so much delightci G

ta Wtlathl 1m nAI1t 1113 1 maun iu niiumn una I
son when fighting was over tjlikoviso their custom at nil Hiete
for tlio uuister of tho house to 11H

bowl or pitcheiv to drihk out of l
Mmself aud thou give to hint tha
next and bo it went around

In Poor Rabins Almanac for ltT- -

tho beginning of December he obsf
How blocks to cloitro this llmo rcqntre
uainsi urjnunairir taaio bovi tf

wmen sanuary auvico is suit to pa Jii- keu in ncrtnern latltuuca
Tho Yulo log figures largely Jn nl

pooiryor tnoxniratvitati- -

rutcenth centuries nnd of thw
says

iorae uiinB TrnnautfltS iJ h i jMy merry merrliboyjf
Tho OhrlKtmas Lo to he fs

Whllo Inv irood Damn h
lllcU vo alt lm fnn S

And drink to your uwrtii dcalrlnrtr 3
the last years Ilrand i A

usui tho new uiock ftua
IToraoodHUeCMAinhlitatutnaimr

On your lienlterics play
MuuiawiutiucicuiHy h

uomo white tha 1yg Is a tendlng J
urinKnowtuestroofrbcere t

wu iu ttiiio wmu fjere ii
The whllo tho meat ts a Uireddlap y

And the nlnma kIajhI liv
To All tha sasto that itknrjdirjv

AlbeutP Soirraw6
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Cant Have TooOIuch of a QuodAHfll
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